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Thomas Edison, a name synonymous with innovation, stands as one of history’s most significant inventors. Yet, the legacy he crafted is
a complex tapestry woven from both brilliant inventions and ruthless business practices. It is a poignant reminder that history is often
shaped by those who tell it, and in Edison’s case, he meticulously spun his own narrative, sometimes at the expense of truth and his
contemporaries, particularly Nikola Tesla.

Born in 1847 at the cusp of the Industrial Revolution, Edison was part of a remarkable wave of inventors and scientists who illuminated
the path toward the modern era. His lab in Menlo Park, New Jersey, was not just a place of experimentation; it was a sanctuary of
creativity where groundbreaking innovations such as the phonograph, motion pictures, and the incandescent light bulb were born.
These inventions not only transformed industries but also reshaped our daily lives. The very town that hosted his laboratory now bears
his name, a testament to his profound impact.

However, behind the curtain of genius lay a man consumed by ambition and competitiveness. Edison’s brilliance was matched only by
his immense ego and unwavering belief in his greatness. He was not just an inventor; he was a force of nature, willing to go to any
lengths to ensure that his ideas prevailed. This often meant bending the truth, particularly in his rivalry with Tesla, a man whose
brilliance shone in stark contrast to Edison’s fiery temperament.

Tesla, born in Serbia, embodied a different kind of genius. While Edison was an eternal tinkerer, Tesla was a prodigy of mathematics
and physics, able to visualize complex equations and engineering solutions in ways that seemed almost otherworldly. After a nomadic
youth across Eastern Europe, he found success as an electrical engineer in Budapest and later in Paris, working for the Continental
Edison Company. His remarkable talents were blossoming just as the world began to flicker to life with electricity.

In those early days, cities were illuminated by high-voltage arc lamps, which dazzled the public but posed severe dangers. These
systems, fueled by over 3,000 volts of electricity, frequently resulted in sparks, fires, and even fatalities. It was against this backdrop
that Edison’s incandescent light bulb emerged—a safer, more reliable alternative. In 1882, he established the Edison llluminating
Company, launching the first central power station in Manhattan. This pioneering effort brought light to countless homes and buildings,
significantly reducing the risks associated with earlier technologies. Edison’s vision was clear, and his determination relentless.

Yet, as Edison’s DC lighting systems spread, they faced a significant limitation: they could only travel short distances. Meanwhile, Tesla
was captivated by the potential of alternating current (AC), a technology that promised to revolutionize electricity transmission. While
working for Edison in Paris, Tesla conceived the mechanics of an AC motor during a moment of inspiration on a walk. His ability to
visualize complex systems propelled him forward, yet his innovations found little support in Edison’s world, where DC reigns supreme.

Arriving in Manhattan in 1884, Tesla felt a mixture of awe and trepidation as he encountered Edison, who invited him to join his
company. For a time, it seemed that Tesla’s star might rise under Edison’s wing. However, as he worked on various projects, including
improving the electrical systems on ships, the ideological divide between the two men grew wider. Edison’s focus on DC left no room for
Tesla’'s groundbreaking AC ideas. In a bitter twist of fate, Tesla felt betrayed when Edison promised financial support for his innovations
only to retract the offer. Frustrated and disillusioned, Tesla left Edison’s employ, determined to forge his own path.

The journey was not easy. After a period of struggle and odd jobs, Tesla finally secured enough funding to establish his own company in
Rahway, New Jersey. His relentless passion led to the creation of the AC motor, a breakthrough that would change the course of
electrical engineering. Licensing his patents to George Westinghouse, Tesla ignited a fierce rivalry with Edison, who was unwilling to
relinquish his grip on the DC system.

What followed was a dramatic showdown known as the “War of Currents,” a battle not just for technological supremacy but for the
future of electricity itself. Edison resorted to discrediting AC, portraying it as dangerous, even resorting to sensational public
demonstrations to sway public opinion. The tragic electrocution of an elephant named Topsy became a chilling symbol of Edison’s
campaign against AC, a testament to the lengths he would go to protect his legacy.

In a twist of irony, Tesla, despite his monumental contributions to electrical engineering, died nearly penniless. Though he had enjoyed
financial success through his contracts with Westinghouse, poor investments and extravagant spending on ambitious experiments led
to his downfall. The rivalry with Edison, often depicted as a dramatic clash between two titans of innovation, ultimately stemmed from
differing philosophies and visions for the future.

As graduate students on the brink of your own journeys in innovation and discovery, the stories of Edison and Tesla serve as powerful
reminders of the complexities that accompany greatness. Edison’s drive for success and Tesla’s relentless pursuit of truth both shaped
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the modern world in profound ways. Yet, their legacies also illuminate the importance of integrity and collaboration in the pursuit of

knowledge. In a world where narratives are often crafted by the victors, it is crucial to seek the truth behind the stories and to honor the
diverse perspectives that fuel the fires of innovation.
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